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The three main aspects of sustainable development are social, environmental and economic. This checklist helps you consider:

· What are the key features of your museum’s approach to sustainability in these three areas?

· How have you gone about building sustainability into your long-term plans and day-to-day operations?
· How do you monitor and assess the extent to which you are achieving your objectives and targets?
General approach

· Do you have a written environmental or sustainability policy setting out your museum’s aims and objectives?

· Has the policy been formally adopted by the governing body? Is it supported by senior managers and explained to staff as part of the induction process? Is the policy regularly reviewed and updated?

· Do you measure your progress against sustainability targets?

· Do you require staff to take account of sustainability in day-to-day decision-making?

· Are all staff trained in environmental awareness and green practices?

· Is a working group or individual responsible for making improvements and monitoring progress?

· Do you have champions or reps to help change behaviour and promote sustainable practices among their colleagues?

· Does your collections policy take account of sustainability? Do you know how much you spend in money and energy on maintaining collections? 

· Do you assess the environmental and social impact of your projects at the planning stage?

· Do you write requirements for sustainability into contracts with consultants, designers and contractors?

· Do you set out to make sure your organisation is seen to be sustainable?

· Can you say how well you are meeting targets?

· Do you compare your performance on sustainability with other museums and organisations?

· Do you publicise your sustainability achievements?

· Do you explain and promote the principles of sustainability through your displays, exhibitions and use of your collections?

Social

· Do you use local or Fair Trade suppliers and contractors, eg for shop and café supplies?

· Do you work with other community organisations and local groups?

· Do you consult and involve local people over museum work and activities?

· Are your displays and programming accessible and inclusive?

· Do you make the museum buildings available for community uses such as meetings and local exhibitions?

· Do you advertise jobs locally and encourage recruitment of local people?

· Do you provide volunteering opportunities?

· Do you provide training, work experience and skill-sharing opportunities?

· Do you set out to reach new users and disadvantaged groups, eg through outreach?

· Do you aim for diversity among staff and volunteers to reflect the local community?

Environmental

· Have you carried out an environmental audit of your organisation and its buildings?

· Have you calculated the carbon footprint resulting from day-to-day operations?

· Do you monitor the amount of energy you use, and where?

· Have you set targets for reducing energy and water use, and reducing waste?

· Have you reviewed or changed your standards for environmental control or collections care with a view to saving energy or reducing dependency on air-conditioning?

· Do you try to strike a balance between the needs of collections, staff and visitors and the museum’s impact on the environment?

· Have you invested in plant and equipment that will reduce your environmental impact?

· Do you use energy-efficient lamps/lighting wherever possible?

· Do you choose recycled materials where they are available?

· Do you recycle as much as you can?

· Do you encourage visitors and staff to walk, cycle or use public transport rather than private cars?

· Do your IT systems allow your staff to work from home?

· Do you provide secure storage for bicycles?

· Are bus stops and stations clearly marked on your website and marketing materials?

· Do you have a green purchasing policy for the products and materials you buy in for day-to-day operations?

· Do you try to source goods locally to reduce transport carbon emissions?

· Do you minimise the number of flights staff have to make?

· Do you check out the green credentials of consultants, contractors and suppliers?

· Is there a green space surrounding your museum? If so, do you care for it in a green way?

· Do you encourage biodiversity in the area surrounding the museum?
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